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The village of Chulucanas 
in Peru is known for its 

distinctive style of pottery.   
Made with a traditional 
technique, the white parts 
of the design are covered 
with wax to protect them 
while the piece is exposed 
to smoke, which produces 
rich shades of brown to 
black.  The result is pottery 
with a beautiful contrast, 
which is burnished to a 
shine with a stone.

Our Chulucanas pottery 
is made by Ernesto 
Balladares.  He learned 
at a young age, and says 
“I love experimenting 
with the clay and fi ring 
and learning how to 
obtain different colors.”  
Ernesto works with Manos 
Amigas, one of our Fair 
Trade partners in Peru. 
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