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Gourds in varying shapes 
and sizes are transformed 

into art in the Andean 
mountain town of Cochas 
Chico, where almost 80% of 
adults specialize in the art of 
gourd carving.  

After the gourds are dried in 
the sun, artisans sketch designs 
on the gourds and then incise 
them by hand. Images range 
from simple motifs to complex 
stories.  Rich brown colors are 
added by applying a fl ame 
from a small torch to parts of 
the design.  
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